Current Issues In Thai
Criminal Justice

According to national crime records, over 750,000 cases enter the Thai criminal
justice system each year, and upwards of 90,000 people are convicted of crimes and
sentenced to jail, even while prisons currently hold more than 200,000 offenders.

It is clear that in this rapidly changing situation of Thai criminal justice, crime has
become more complex and difficult to deal with.

The Office of Justice Affairs, Ministry of Justice, Thailand, has attempted to
collect and analyze crime and criminal justice information of the last ten years (2002-2011)
with a view to identify significant crime trends and important issues impacting Thai criminal justice.
It is envisioned that this endeavor would be helpful for setting out appropriate policy frameworks
for tackling crime and criminal justice problems. In the analysis of crime and criminal justice
information, many interesting issues were revealed. They are:

Criminal records of the past ten years (2002 to 2011) from the Royal Thai Police revealed
a significant decrease in violent crime and property crime following 2006. From 2006 to 2011, violence
against the person decreased by 41.9% and property crime decreased by 33.9%. Similar figures
appeared in the 2007 and 2010 Crime Victimization Surveys. However, these official statistics might
not accurately identify crime trends. There are several factors that may have led to crime incidents
not being recorded as crimes, such as: a large reduction in the number of police in charge of
arranging criminal cases; attempts to minimize criminal records to meet crime prevention Key
Performance Indicators (KPI); and a number of cases missing from database computerization.

A sharp rise in the number of drug offenses was
observed. In 2011, the number of drug offense cases
dramatically increased fivefold from the 2004 figure
to 345,950 cases. The rise in drug offenses has directly
contributed to the increasing number of drug offenders
in the criminal justice system, and has raised considerable

The National Crime Victimization Surveys in 2007

showed that 65.2% of crimes remained unreported. concerns about the workload and capacity of drug

It was explained in the surveys that these crimes were treatment facilities.
unreported because victims regarded the crimes as too
trivial, and/or lacked a confidence in the police and
already took other actions to deal with the cases instead
of bringing them into the formal criminal justice system.

Victimization data revedls that the rate of crime

The Legal Obligations to Film and Media Act of
2008 allowed movie theaters and the film industry to
sell movies with sexual content to adult viewers.

is much higher in the city than in rural areas. In comparing Following the aforementioned decriminalization of

the samples from urban and rural areas, the survey adult media in 2008, a sharp fall in the number of

showed that most victims live in urban areas. In fact, offenses related to distribution of sexual materials was

the crime rate in urban areas is double the crime rate observed. The number of offenses decreased from

in rural areas. 2,135 cases in 2008 to a mere 541 cases in 2011.

Prison statistics show that over 25% of the total number of prison inmates is made up of remanded suspects. Surprisingly,

suspects for non-complicated cases like drug offenses were detained for the longest amount of time. In addition, most of the

remanded suspects are poor persons who were detained because of insufficient property deposit guarantee on bail,

not bail rejection by the court.

Since 2011, there has been a significant decrease in the number of juveniles in the youth justice system after new measures
to protect youths from unlawful arrests or detention came into effect following amendment to the Youth Justice Law. The number
of juveniles who were charged with criminal offenses in the Initial Care Home for Juvenile Offenders around Thailand decreased
considerably by 20.5% in fiscal year 2011-2012. This may be due to a lack of confidence in taking legal actions against youth
offenders under the new youth protection strategy.

Conclusion and Recommendations

In ferms of further studies:
e Further work is needed to identify factors which affected the drop in recorded crime.
¢ Social impacts of obscene publication decriminalization are unknown. Further research is required and the
issue needs to be brought to wider discussion.

In terms of policy:
o There appears to be an excessive workload for all components of the criminal justice system dealing with
drug offenders. Consideration should be given to the preparation of adequate facilities for drug treatment

and alfernative freatment for drug addicts.

e Appropriate measures to reduce the number of remanded suspects should be taken into consideration,
such as: faster trial for non-complicated cases or confessing defendants; alternative detention measures
whereby the detainee does not have to lose their career during pre-trial detention; promoting suspects’

rights to receive bail; and providing relevant public welfare to remanded suspects.
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