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Abstract

The objective of this Thai National Crime Victimization Survey (TNCVS) 2022 was to
explore, collect, and analyze victimization data in order to develop recommendations for
crime prevention policies. The survey employed face-to-face interviews to gather data from
3,021 households representing 8,032 household members. The findings displayed that 688
samples were found as a victim of crime (8.57%), experiencing 765 crime cases (likelihood of
being a victim of crime at 9.53%). The most of crime victims were female and the age group
of 26 - 35 years. The most common offense in this survey were fraud and violent crime.
Additionally, 43 deaths of crime victims were caused by traffic accidents and the highest
financial loss from fraud was 500,000 baht, involving the Ponzi scheme. 60% of all crimes were
reported, while 40% unreported crimes were due to slight victim losses and no criminal
damage. In terms of fear of crime, the fear of crime level was 27.75% and the public safety
was 73.31%. Most people (42.90%) expressed moderate satisfaction with the Criminal
Prevention Measures. Comparatively, the crime victimization survey discovered a greatly higher
number of victims compared to the police crime record at approximately 50.74 times. The
survey also indicated that the crime trend was increasing, particularly violent crime, fraud, and
computer-related crimes. Based on the findings, practical recommendations focus on
implementing more stringent crime prevention measures on violent crime and reducing fear
of crime. In terms of policy, suggestions include improving firearms control and online crime
reporting platforms. In academic aspects, the future study should prioritize developing a large-
scale database system to collect and analyze data effectively, applying Cohort samples in

selected areas, and standardized methodologies for global indicator reporting.

Keywords: Crime Victimization Survey, Police Crime Record, Survey Research, Crime

Prevention Policy, Data Collection, Fear of Crime, Victim of crime, Thailand.
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Executive Summary

The Thai National Crime Victimization Survey (TNCVS) aims to survey the prevalence
of crimes experienced by the general public within the past year, with a particular focus on
investigating unreported crimes, commonly referred to as the "Dark Figure of Crime." Currently,
a significant number of crime victims choose not to report these cases to the authorities. By
comparing the survey results with official crime statistics provided by the police, the TNCVS
offers valuable insights into the situation, enabling a more accurate prediction of future crime
trends. This information is essential for developing effective crime control and prevention

policies that address the real challenges faced by society.

The data collection for the survey covered crime cases from January 1%, 2022, to
December 31°% 2022, and involved 3,021 respondents selected as samples of the national
population through stratified three-stage sampling. This rigorous sampling approach ensured

that the sample group adequately represented diverse geographic areas and the entire nation.
1. Findings

In this survey, a total of 3,021 respondents participated, representing 8,032 household
members. Among them, 688 respondents reported being victims of crime in 2022, accounting
for 8.57% of the surveyed population. These 688 crime victims experienced a total of 765

crime cases, resulting in the likelihood of being a victim of crime at 9.53%.
1.1 Crime Victimization by Types of Offenses

The survey further revealed that the most common type of crime experienced by
respondents was violent crime, with a likelihood of 3.49%, resulting in 280 reported cases.
Following closely was fraud and deception, with likelihood of 3.05% and 280 cases. The survey
also identified 121 property crime cases, with a likelihood of being a victim at 1.51%, and 54
sexual assaults, with likelihood of being a victim at 0.67%. Additionally, respondents reported
40 cases of other crimes of interest, with a likelihood of being a victim at 0.50%. Among the
various types of crimes, the risk of becoming a victim of cybercrime was the lowest, with 25
cases reported and a likelihood of being a victim at 0.31%. The survey also highlishted the
female and people age group between 26 and 35 years had the highest likelihood of being

victims of crime.
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Table 1 Crime Victimization by Types of Offenses

Crime per
Types of Crime Victimization Percentage
100,000 Capita
Violent Crime 280 36.60% 3.49
Property Crime 245 32.03% 3.05
Fraud 121 15.82% 1.51
Sexual Offense 54 7.06% 0.67
Other Crimes of Interest 40 5.23% 0.50
Cybercrime 25 3.26% 0.31
Total 765 100.00% 9.53

1) Violent Crime

According to the Crime Victimization Survey of 2022, violent crime emerged as the
most prevalent offence. The majority of violent cases consisted of 134 traffic accidents
(47.87%) and 44 assaults (15.71%). Notably, a significant number of these cases were attributed
to alcohol intoxication. Additionally, cases involving reckless driving and excessive noise

disturbance leading to assaults were also observed.

Furthermore, the survey identified a considerable number of homicides and
attempted homicides, totaling 49 cases (17.50%). Out of these cases, firearms were
prominently involved in 17 cases. It is noteworthy that the accessibility and possession of
firearms, both legally and illegally, have become increasingly prevalent in society. This has
resulted in a higher incident of life-threatening and escalated violence related to the use of

firearms.
2) Property Crime

According to the survey, burglary emerged as the most common category of
property crime, with a total of 20 cases (16.53%), followed by vandalism and vehicle theft

with an amount of 18 cases (14.88%).

Robbery, pickpocketing, and snatching theft were particularly prevalent, with a
combined total of 26 cases (21.48%) of the reported property offences. It is worth noting that
the perpetrators of these offences often exhibited a high level of professionalism, resorting to

physical harm or the use of firearms. Furthermore, the survey identified that these criminals
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tend to take action when the victims are alone, as is often the case with pickpocketing in
crowded communities. It is noteworthy that there were 23 cases (19.01%) classified as other
property offences. Among these cases, agricultural product theft occurs relatively frequently
in agricultural areas and the stolen products mainly comprised rubber latex, and fruits

(i.e., durian and coconuts)
3) Sexual Offense

Sexual offense consisted of two main offenses as 15 indecent assaults (27.78%) and
forcible rape 14 cases (25.93%). Rape cases were mostly committed by acquaintances or those
who have relationships with the victims. Indecent assaults often occurred in public space
while victims traveled on public transportation. Sexual harassment happened quite frequently.
There were 12 cases of sexual harassment (22.22%). Most victims did not report the cases to
authorities because they considered those offenses as a small matter and did not have bodily
danger. When considering sexual harassment in the workplace, 6 victims of workplace sexual
harassment were found. Only 2 of them reported their cases to the authorities with concern

about their reputation and adverse effect on their job.
4) Fraud

In this survey, almost all samples responded that they had been approached by
phone scammers or other media many times per person. The survey has therefore been
adjusted to collect victim data only for those who suffer the losses. There were 245 cases of
victim to fraudulent scams (46.12%). The top fraud attack was merchant fraud, involving 113
cases where victims purchased goods or services from perpetrate sellers. The second most
prevalent fraud is scammer (i.e., call centre, impersonating social media account or phone call
to borrow money) with 56 cases (22.86%). Ponzi schemes were still high with 18 cases (7.35%).
In many scamming cases, victims are threatened by claiming to be government officials,
warning that failure to transfer the money may result in money laundering investigation or
taxation fraud. It was observed that victims who fell for these scams usually suffer minimal
financial losses (not exceeding 1,000 Baht). However, Ponzi schemes could significantly result

in higher losses.
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5) Cybercrime

There were 25 reported victims of cybercrime, representing 3.27% of the total
reported crimes in the TNCVS survey. Cybercrime emerged as the least prevalent offence in
the survey. The cases of cybercrime primarily revolved around unauthorized access to victims'
social media accounts, such as Facebook or Line. Perpetrators would then exploit this access

to impersonate the victims, deceiving their friends or relatives.
6) Other Crimes of Interest

Other crimes in this context refer to criminal offences that may cause harm to life
and property but are distinct in nature and draw international attention. These crimes include
bribery, power abuse by authorities, miscarriage of justice, discrimination, hate crimes,
pollution offences and breaches of privacy. Among these, the most prevalent form of crime
was bribery by state officials, accounting for 12 cases (30.00%), followed by breach of privacy
at 9 cases (22.50%).

Additionally, a number of cases of hate crime, discrimination, and pollution offences
were found. The cases of solicited bribery by state officials often related to violations of traffic
laws, where the police requested bribes instead of issuing official traffic tickets. Notably, there
were also cases of bribery, involving business owners in certain industries employing foreign
workers who, despite having authorised work documents, felt compelled to pay monthly

bribes due to fear of potential problems with officials.
1.2 Geographical Analysis

When analyzing geographical areas, it was found that Region 9 had the highest crime,
with a total of 127 cases, accounting for 16.60% of all cases surveyed. Following closely was
Region 2 with 107 cases (13.99%), and Region 7 and the metropolitan area with 94 cases

(12.79%) each. Meanwhile, Region 6 had the lowest crime rate, with only 44 cases.

In terms of the types of offences in each region, Region 7 ranked highest in violent
crimes, reporting 56 cases, making up 20% of all violent cases. Meanwhile, Region 2 topped
the list in terms of fraud, with 55 cases reported, accounting for 22.45% of all fraud cases. The
survey also revealed that in the metropolitan area, other crimes were more frequent than in

other regions, with the majority of cases being associated with solicited bribery.
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1.3 Victim’s Losses and Damage

62.35% of victims did not receive any physical or psychological harm. However,
it would be noted that this survey found a high number of fatalities at 43 cases (5.62%), mostly

resulting from traffic accidents.

Regarding property losses, the majority of victims (63.79%) reported no damages or
losses. In cases where property losses were incurred, most of them were valued at less than
20,000 Baht, ranging from 1 to 1,000 Baht (13.99%), 1,001 to 5,000 Baht (9.41%), and 5,001 to
20,000 Baht (7.84%). Notably, a significant portion of these property losses resulted from
merchant fraud, where goods were not delivered as advertised or were different from what
was promoted. Additionally, some cases involved higher losses, with the maximum amount
in this survey reaching 500,000 Baht due to Ponzi Scheme on non-existent digital assets

investment.
1.4 Access to Justice Service and Authorities

According to this survey, out of all 765 crime cases, 459 cases were reported to
authorities (60%). The most prevalence of reported cases was related to violent crime with
226 out of 280 cases accounting for 80.71%. Fraud had the lowest rate of reported crime with
94 out of 245 reported cases, only 38.37% of reported cases. The main reason for not reporting
crime was that victims lost not much criminal damage and they believed that the authorities

could not arrest the perpetrator.
1.5 Fear of Crime

In terms of fear of crime estimation, most respondents felt relatively safe with a sense
of safety in residential areas reaching 72.25%, referring to 27.5% fear of crime. The main causes
of fear were drug problems, the spread of marijuana and Kratom addiction, economic issues
(such as unemployment and homelessness) and alcohol-related violence within residential
areas. From the survey of people who felt unsafe, the underlying causes include drug-related
issues in the community, as well as marijuana and Kratom usage near residential areas.
Moreover, economic crises have led to unemployment, homelessness, and people loitering
around residential areas, causing alcohol-related disputes and altercations to be a common

occurrence.
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1.6 Public Confidence in Safety.

Based on the survey, the majority of people expressed confidence in their safety, both
within and outside their residential areas, as well as in overall public safety. The levels of
confidence were 77.66% within the residential area, 68.86% outside the residential area, and

73.42% for overall public safety, with an average level of 73.31%.
1.7 Satisfaction with the Criminal Prevention Measures

Regarding public opinion on the overall criminal prevention system, the most prevalent
of respondents expressed moderate satisfaction, accounting (42.14% out of all respondents).
When considering overall satisfaction, people felt more satisfied than dissatisfied. The satisfied
group (very satisfied, quite satisfied) was the largest group (42.90%), much more than the
dissatisfied group (quite slightly satisfied, slightly satisfied, and dissatisfied) with a total of only
14.96%, while the moderately satisfied group was similar to the satisfied group at 42.14%.

1.8 Experiences of Sexual Violence during Childhood

This content from the survey aims at representing SDG indication (Sustainable
Development Goals). It was found that out of the total 440 respondents aged between
18 and 29, 5 respondents reported their experiences of sexual violence before the age of 18,
accounting for 1.14%. Those sexual violences attacked against 4 females and 1 non-binary
gender person. The ages at which they were first attacked were 7, 10, 11, 12, and 16 years old

respectively, with an average age of 11.20 years.
2. Comparison between Crime Victimization Survey and the Police Crime Record

In comparison to the police record statistics with specific comparable 584 cases from
the crime victimization survey through crime per 100,000 capita instances, the crime
victimization survey found 7,270.89 cases per 100,000 capita, while the police recorded 143.28
cases per 100,000 capita. Therefore, it can be concluded that the crime victimization survey
discovered a greatly higher number of victims compared to the police crime statistics

at approximately 50.74 times in 2022.
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Table 2 Comparison between Crime Victimization Survey and the Police Crime Record

by Types of Offenses

Offenses Crime Victimization Survey Police Crime Record

Victimization cases per Cases cases per

(cases) 100,000 capita 100,000

capita

Violent Crime 193 2,402.89 18,073 27.34
Property Crime 121 1,506.47 57,226 12.66
Fraud 245 3,050.28 19,350 29.28
Cybercrime 25 311.25 9,252 14.00
Total 584 7,270.89 103,901 143.28

3. Analysis and Comparison with Previous Crime Victimization Survey

The overall statistics show that the Thai National Crime Victimization Survey has
consistently detected an increasing number of crime victims. This trend is particularly
noticeable in the survey conducted in the year 2021 (BE 2564), where changes in data
recording methods were implemented. Conversely, the statistics for reported cases received
by the police exhibited a downward trend during the COVID-19 pandemic and subsequently

increased in the year 2022.
4. Recommendations
4.1 Recommendations for Crime Prevention Practice

1) Relevant justice agencies should emphasize the prevention of crimes against the
most prevalent target groups. For example, the most vulnerable target for fraud was people
in the age group between 26 and 35 who rarely viewed TV. It is advisable to promote guidance
to avoid crime through online media or online trading platforms which are normally used
by those age groups. In addition to guidance, online channels for reporting fraudulent activities

would be promoted to attack online scams and merchant frauds.
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2) Due to the significant number of homicides and attempted homicides involving
the use of firearms, law enforcement agencies should implement stricter measures to control

firearms and take decisive action against firearm-related offences.

In cases of agricultural product theft, most victims do not report the cases to the
officials, considering the damage to be minor. However, the agencies should collaborate with
community leaders to prevent such cases where it is not practical to show authorities’ force

in all agricultural areas.

Similar to cases of agricultural product theft, many fraud cases involve counterfeit
or fake online commerce, most victims choose not to report the cases due to their slight
losses and a perception that the authorities cannot arrest the perpetrators. Relevant agencies
should implement proactive measures to expand reporting channels and develop consumer

protection systems for online purchases or advertisements.

Sexual offences are generally challenging to prevent because, in most cases, these
crimes took place in public space, providing an open opportunity to approach the victims.
However, in cases of forcible rape, the offenders often have a close or intimate relationship
with the victims, such as friends, neighbors, or even personal lawyers, enabling them to take
advantage of the situation for committing the crime. In response to sexual offences,
law enforcement agencies should provide guidance on how to avoid becoming a victim and

educate the public about the risks involved.

Another significant crime highlighted in this survey is bribery, particularly the
solicitation of bribes by authorities. The relevant agencies should strictly enforce policies
against such practices and take serious disciplinary actions against public officers involved
in bribery. This offence greatly undermines the public's confidence and trust in the justice

system.

3) Collaboration with specialized agencies should be established to tackle
fraudulent scams, particularly cases involving large-scale financial losses of up to 500,000 Baht
(i.e., Ponzi scheme on digital asset investment. In recent years, many business organizations
have been found to engage in fraudulent activities and those businesses were frequently
involved with seemingly reliable celebrities from the entertainment society. Therefore,

relevant agencies should do more on business scrutiny, especially for suspect businesses.



engaging in criminal schemes. Proactive public awareness campaigns should be also

conducted to educate people, especially on digital asset investments.

4) The fear of crime among the public had been increasing due to the economic
downturn and the significant rise in unemployment resulting from the COVID-19 pandemic.
The government's policy of allowing the free use of marijuana and kratom had led to
a significant increase in drug use among the youth in the community. The spread of narcotics,
such as methamphetamine and ecstasy, was still high. Additionally, the limited presence of
law enforcement officers during the COVID-19 outbreak had contributed to the increasing fear
of crime. Given these circumstances, government agencies should resume field operations to
conduct inspections and crackdowns on narcotics usage and build trust among the public.
Furthermore, agencies should expedite efforts to implement practical long-term measures to
address narcotics and promptly introduce temporary regulations to supervise and control the

use of marijuana and kratom.
4.2 Policy Recommendations:

1) The government should thoroughly review and strengthen laws and measures
concerning gun control to enhance their effectiveness. This involves cracking down on illegal

firearm production to reduce the number of firearms in circulation and limit access to them.

Decisive measures against reckless firearm possession would strictly be
implemented such as: reducing the duration of gun carry licenses; mental health assessment
for gun license and license renewals; and immediate revocation of gun carry licenses when
individuals exhibit signs of mental health issues, drug abuse, or behaviour that poses a threat
to society. Furthermore, combating the production and sale of counterfeit firearms,
homemade guns, and online firearm sales should be a priority for the government. Swift and
effective implementation of these policy recommendations is crucial to prevent future losses

and ensure the safety of the public.

2) From this survey, it became evident that a considerable number of crime victims
choose not to report cases to the authorities. Several factors contribute to this reluctance,
including their perception of slight criminal damages, aversion to legal involvement, and the
inconvenience of the reporting process. The issue of underreported crime poses a significant
concern, impeding law enforcement's ability to plan and implement appropriate measures to
address the true scope of criminal activities. This concern is particularly pronounced in cases
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of fraud and scams, where victims are less likely to report criminal cases. Furthermore,
perpetrators’ tactics and methods are constantly evolving, complicating law enforcement's

efforts to develop effective preventive measures and educate the public about various scams.

Therefore, promoting more convenient application for crime complaint that
minimizes procedural barriers and encourages online crime reporting is of utmost importance.
By offering convenient reporting channels for both citizens and law enforcement agencies,
these channels will provide valuable insights into emerging scam techniques, enabling law

enforcement to respond promptly and effectively to criminal cases.

3) The issue of solicited bribery has drawn significant international attention,
particularly in the context of Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), specifically target 16.5.1.
This target measures the proportion of individuals who have had contact with state officials
and have either given or been asked for bribes or facilitation payments in the past 12 months.
The government has acknowledged the importance of preventing such kind of bribery by state

officials, imposing life imprisonment as the maximum penalty for this offence.

To effectively combat solicited bribery, the government should implement
proactive measures. Agencies should reach out to potential victims of asset seizure through
methods like public surveys and establishing complaints channels specifically for solicited
bribery. Moreover, measures must be put in place to protect victims from being prosecuted
as bribe-givers. This issue should be addressed immediately and ruthlessly to instil fear among

potential wrongdoers.
4.3 Academic Recommendations

1) Data collection in 2022 was carried out using a data recording application This
served as the initial step towards transforming public crime statistics into a digital format,
enabling future data analysis using artificial intelligence (Al) or Big Data. The application
demonstrated its effectiveness, paving the way for future improvements in data collection.
Furthermore, the development of cohort study data collection methods should be explored,
involving the selection and long-term tracking of sample groups, even those residing in
hard-to-reach areas like high-rise buildings or remote locations. However, the application still
requires enhancements in various aspects, such as improving user experience (UX) and user

interface (Ul), incorporating voice user interface (VUI) for data recording and guidance, which
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can aid interviewees and data providers to optimize data collection efficiency. Additionally,

offline functionality should be developed to support data collection in remote areas.

2) When analyzing the crime statistics data for the year 2022, it became evident
that the dataset aligns with several Sustainable Development Goals (SDG) indicators, notably
SDG Target 16. Additionally, this dataset proved relevant to indicators outlined in multiple
national development plans, such as the 3rd National Economic and Social Development Plan
(2019-2022) and the 4th National Economic and Social Development Plan (2023-2026).
Moreover, the data collected from the TNCVS could be cross-referenced with official statistical
data to verify the credibility of the statistical reports. To ensure accurate and reliable reporting
at both domestic and global levels, it is essential to prioritize the development of standardized
survey methods. This involves expanding sample groups, providing necessary government
support in terms of tools and equipment for data collection, enhancing the skills of data
collectors in the field, and designating crime statistics surveys as a core annual responsibility
of the Ministry of Justice. Implementing these measures will not only reduce data
discrepancies but also bolster the credibility of the statistics, making them highly suitable

for reporting indicators on both domestic and international.
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(Gross Province Product per Capita) (4117 : U)

s1¢lage srglarautnegs seldroudnenn | ngudmdaisisnglden
GPP GPP GPP GPP
NI per NI per NN per NI per
Capita Capita Capita Capita
PPGN 831,734 | m37A 166,451 | szueq 110,240 | aluvie 80,206
NN 585,689 | Nzl 163,070 | fwaylan 107,854 | a3uns 79,182
Us1AuLs 510,887 | an1ugsondl | 155,156 | @i 105,449 | 1 78,147
Yaus 471,723 | aynsaens1y | 150,169 | gWIseNy3 105,238 | #ingq 77,516
NITUATATOYSEN | 436,363 | WYTU3 143591 | gzan 102,821 | $ouidn 76,334
LFINT 403,574 | A3 140,890 | @ 100,591 | y3sud 76,038
FUNTAAT 382,372 | @9 140,562 | ansAnd 99,236 | Unendl 75,779
GERAIR 321,625 | any3 137,004 | W3ng 97,221 | guas1wsil 74,408
uAsUZY 288,232 | ANLLNILWNYS 134,926 | Lay 95,989 | n1wdug 73,404
aunsusng 285,173 | Wesln 131,967 | weien 95,197 | 811330y 72,573
Junys 254,246 | 8199184 127,940 | ¥iuedAg 92,947 | @sEui? 71,924
YUNT 250,823 | Feum 123,905 | avigsnil 91,578 | Huqil 69,375
Unusndl 239,753 | NYIUY3 123,679 | Weesng 88,281 | anauAs 69,009
Qifin 226,158 | vauuiu 121,648 | iwsysal 86,198 | Janu 68,497
Y3 222,261 | uAsEITIA 121,070 | aassnil 85,982 | elass 65,254
991 219,867 | uAsuign 119,304 | uASNUL 82,712 | wigesgau 63,419
A 209,668 | 1N 118,508 | uws 82,657 | 4NAMNS 61,345
UUNY3 193,682 | wAsASHISNSW | 117,801 | fSdvine 80,747 | ety 59,157
U¥IUASTUS 187,718 | uAsS1EL 117,521 | uma@1say 80,422 | us5Nd 55,417
ana 111,682

M7 waadusiaIAkazdanin wuuUsuiugnly w.a. 2563 @dnauiaunasygiaiazdeny

WA, 2563)
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