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Modus Operandi  vs. ~ Signafure Behaviror

A criminal's ‘signature’, or their

Modus Operandi comes from the Latin \ ; !
signature behaviors, are the distinctive

phrase 'mode of operation'. In layman's

terms, MO is the method used to commit
a crime. Each criminal has a distinct,
habitual way of carrying out a crime that

aspects of a crime which exist to satisfy
some emotional or psychological need
of the perpetrator. They reflect “the

p their q and underlying personality, lifestyle, and — — T = — 3
singular behaviors. This is known as their developmental experiences of an
MO. Some examples of an MO can be offender” (Webb). Signature behaviors ANCHOR POINT / NODES
the type of weapon used, a certain way can be the level of injury to a victim
of restraining victims, the time or place (minimal to extensive), a specific 28 o
the crime is committed, and almost location or szfaquence of attack, items MIvIu
limitless  other specific parts of a left or taken from the scene, etc. The >
criminal's process. combination of different signature afnuﬁ YIVAUSI
A common misconception about MO's is behaviors can poin{ to the root needs of i
that they stay the same throughout a an offender, or their 'signature aspect. LNALKEG)
criminal's career. This is false. In fact, it is This understanding can then greatly ) Ua\mé{ A S

far more likely a criminal’'s MO will evolve
and adapt as they commit more crimes
and y shift their beh. for
a smoother execution.

narrow down the field of suspects for
investigators and allow them a peek
inside the criminal mind.
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